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Executive Summary 
 

 The Records Preservation and Access Committee represents the interests of 
people who are intent to preserve, document and communicate the story of those 
whose lives wove the fabric of America with their industry, innovation and tenacious 
persistence to settle all fifty states and territories. 
 
 This paper [Open Access to Public Records: A Genealogical Perspective] 
includes a survey of the provisions of the various state statutes regulating the 
preservation of and access to their vital records that demonstrates wide variety in the 
ways jurisdictions have chosen to regulate their records.  The spectrum ranges from 
what could be called ñopen accessò through ñclosed accessò jurisdictions with a variety 
of intermediate measures between the extremes.   
 
 The past decade has seen a number of legislative initiatives tending to restrict 
access to vital records with a concern about identity theft being the reason publicly 
stated to justify the changes.  
 

The evidence that vital records have contributed to the risk of identity theft is 
virtually non-existent. There is certainly no basis to conclude that the citizens of ñopen 
accessò jurisdictions are more vulnerable than those residing in more restrictive 
jurisdictions.  Our concern is that while many of these measures serve to restrict 
legitimate access to records, they do nothing to protect the public from nefarious 
schemes and may, indeed, have the opposite result. 

 
In the pages that follow, we have made some recommendations representing the 

minimum public access to vital records that we view as essential.  By doing so, our 
intent is to exhort those jurisdictions whose access provisions are more restrictive to 
move, at least, to that level.  We support open records and it is definitely not our intent 
to suggest that the more ñopenò jurisdictions need to adopt more restrictive measures. 

 
We make several comments and suggestions of steps that do not restrict access 

to legitimate users that would better protect our citizens from inappropriate use of their 
personal data.   

 
Other measures might be developed during an open dialogue between those 

considering addressing these issues and representatives of the genealogical 
community.  We have available appropriate representatives with national (and 
international) expertise in these issues and can identify those with the most familiarity 
with state and local records as well. 

 
Please contact us at access@fgs.org  if we can be of assistance. 

 
 
The current version [1 Sep 2009] of the full White Paper of which this is the Executive 
Summary can be found at www.fgs.org/rpac .   

mailto:access@fgs.org
http://www.fgs.org/rpac
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Recommendations 
 

We believe that these recommendations will adequately protect the public in 
most instances and that those with a desire to document the lives of their ancestors for 
posterity will have adequate access to records for genealogical and historical purposes. 
 
 
1.  First and foremost, we recommend that legislation be implemented that would 
require the three major credit bureau agencies to search the Social Security Death 
Index before any applications are approved. The social security number of the applicant 
should be checked against the Social Security Administrationôs list of those who are 
deceased. It would also be advantageous for banks, courts, land registry offices and 
other certifying entities to use the Social Security Death Index as a tool to prevent 
identity theft. This should serve as adequate protection against anyone using the social 
security number of a deceased individual. 
 
2.  All states should implement the policy to link birth certificates to death certificates 
and add appropriate markings to the birth certificates of deceased individuals. All states 
should participate in creating an inter-state linked file for this purpose. 
 
3.  All marriage and divorce records should be open for public inspection. Where 
necessary, the Social Security numbers listed on applications should be masked from 
public view. 
 
4.  As a general guideline, we recommend that birth records be open to the public not 
less than one-hundred (100) years after the event and that death records be open not 
less than twenty-five (25) years after the event. We are aware and applaud those states 
with less restrictive guidelines and feel that they are taking appropriate actions to 
protect their constituency. 
 
5. It is recommended that adoption records should be open to the adoptee at the legally 
recognized age in the United States of eighteen (18), not to exceed thirty (30) years. 
However, we recommend that adoption records not be open to the public until after one-
hundred 100 years have elapsed from the date of the adoption. 
 

 
 



12/18/2009 
Copyright © 2008, RPAC.  All rights reserved.  Permission is granted to copy or publish this material 
provided it is reproduced in its entirety including this notice. 

7 

Overview 
 
 In a post 9/11 world, the new millennium is faced with two significant social 
developments. First, the concern over the proliferation of personal information now 
made available and second, the need to legitimately identify a countryôs citizens through 
official records that support that claim. 
 

These seemingly competing issues present a significant challenge for local, state 
and federal lawmakers as they strive to ensure national security, combat terrorism and 
respond to the privacy needs of their electorate. The genealogical community is in 
complete support of lawmakers protecting sensitive information from misuse by those 
perpetrating crimes of identity theft or other illicit activities. 
 
 The Records Preservation and Access Committee1 (RPAC), a joint committee of 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies2 and the National Genealogical Society3 is 
leading the genealogical community to openly share perspectives on these vital issues 
and add their support to fostering education between lawmakers and genealogists. The 
committee believes that open communication between the nationôs genealogists and 
lawmakers can strike a reasonable balance between the publicôs right to know while 
maintaining the lawmakersô responsibility to its constituents. 
 
 This document is a project by the RPAC to provide information to lawmakers and 
those called to implement legislation about the genealogical communityôs perspective of 
open access to records. 
 
 
 Records Preservation and Access Committee 
 Federation of Genealogical Societies 
 The National Genealogical Society 

 
 

 

                                                 
1 Including representatives from the Association of Professional Genealogists, the Board for Certification of Genealogists, and 
the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies. 
2 Federation of Genealogical Societies is a nationwide umbrella organization of nearly 600 member societies representing the 
interests of over one million genealogists. 
3 The National Genealogical Society represents the national interests of genealogy in the United States with a membership in 
excess of ten thousand. 
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RPAC Activities to Date 

  
1. 2010 U.S. Federal Census 
 
In March 2004, representatives from the Records Preservation and Access Committee 
were invited by the U.S. Bureau of the Census to make a presentation to a Bureau of 
the Census Committee formed to determine the recommended data fields for inclusion 
in the 2010 U.S. Census. 
 
2. Electronic Records Archives 
  
The chair of the Records Preservation and Access Committee, David E. Rencher, is 
currently serving a three-year appointment on the National Archives and Records 
Administration Advisory Committee for the preservation of electronic records. The 
committeeôs mandate is to preserve electronic records created by the federal 
government. The project is known as the Electronic Records Archives (ERA). 
 
3. Letters of Support for Legislation 
 
In the past several years, the Records Preservation and Access Committee has sent 
letters of support and/or letters of support if amended for the following legislation: 
 
State Legislation 
 
Iowa House File 2548 (2008) ï Legislation to amend existing law to provide for 
inspection and copying of birth, marriage, annulment, and death records. 
Ohio SB248 (2008) ï Legislation to protect Veterans Military Discharge Papers. 
Oregon SB679 (2005) - Legislation to protect Veterans Military Discharge Papers. 
New Hampshire SB461 (2008) ï Legislation to establish guidelines for access to birth, 
marriage, divorce, and death records. 
New Jersey A3806 (2005); A1390 (2006); A326 (2008) ï Legislation to establish 
guidelines for access to birth and death records. 
Delaware SB 81 (2006) ï Legislative amendment opening recorded veterans discharge 
records after 70 years. 
Vermont HB 397 (2008) ï Legislation to redact certain death certificate information. 
 
National Legislation 
 
HR 10/S2845 ï Public Law 108-458 (17 December 2004) Intelligence Bill for the 
protection of birth and death records. 
NHPRC (2005-8) ï Legislation to restore funding in the budget for the National 
Historical Publications and Records Committee.
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Objectives 
 
 The goal of this White Paper is to make the case that as a society we can have 
open access to records while still protecting the public. It also seeks to provide credible 
alternatives to redacting vital information from state and federal records. Furthermore, 
the White Paper recommends some ñbest languageò legislation taken from state 
statutes for those seeking to enhance and strengthen existing legislation. 
 
 We will address how the Social Security Death Index may be used as an identity 
theft tool to block the fraudulent use of a deceasedôs identity. A table giving the 
overview of each stateôs vital records law is intended to provide a comparative view for 
those contemplating changes or enhancements to existing legislation.  
 
 We will rely on much of the background and foundational information found in a 
White Paper prepared and published in 2006 by the Property Records Industry 
Association (PRIA) entitled Privacy and Public Land Records: Making Practical Policy. 
This paper fairly represents many of the same views of genealogists in regard to 
providing essential information on why public records are a matter of right, the legitimate 
purposes for using public records, the common law right of access, statutory public 
records laws, some identity theft issues, and prohibiting complete Social Security 
numbers on public land records. 
 
 We believe this White Paper on Open Access to Records, A Genealogical 
Perspective, when used in conjunction with the PRIA paper cited above, will fairly 
represent the interests of the genealogical community in its assertion for reasonably 
open access to public records. 
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Limitations 
 
 Lawmakers wrestling with these issues are clearly aware that there is no single 
solution to the complex issues surrounding identity theft and open access to records. 
This document will limit its scope to vital records, namely birth, marriage, divorce, death, 
and adoption records as well as the issues of redacting critical information such as 
Social Security numbers and cause of death from these records. 

 
 The Social Security Administration provides an excellent public service document 
educating the public on how to protect themselves from identity theft. This document 
should be widely publicized throughout the United States. The document is available in 
pdf from the Social Security Administration at 
http://www.ssa.gov/oig/office_of_audit/issueshomeland.htm  

 

http://www.ssa.gov/oig/office_of_audit/issueshomeland.htm
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Introduction to the Issues 
 

There are five major issues which confront lawmakers when dealing with the 
concern of identity theft. They are the use of redaction, the lack of uniformity of open 
access to vital records, the problem of inconsistent access to adoption records, 
conflicting legislation within states, and the need for the factual reporting of a case of 
identity theft. 

 
1.  Redaction of Selected Information in Public Records 
 
Cause of Death Information 
 
 A frequent target of data to redact from death certificates is the cause of death 
information. Sensitive information relating to suicide, AIDS, SIDS, and other causes of 
death leads legislators to try and protect the reputation or feelings of individuals and 
families. When all cause of death information is redacted from death certificates 
however, the pendulum swings against the public good. Epidemiologists, geneticists 
and other researchers are unable to construct family medical pedigrees that can be 
used by medical providers to determine appropriate treatments and tests for genetically 
inherited diseases and conditions. For a sample pedigree compiled from state death 
certificate information from Arizona, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Illinois, see Appendix I. 
 
Social Security Numbers 
 
 Another issue for lawmakers is access to the Social Security numbers of 
deceased individuals. While there is considerable fear that these numbers will be 
misused, reported cases where this has happened are rare.4  
  
 Officials at the Social Security Administration are consistent in their statements 
that Social Security numbers are not reused or recycled following the death of an 
individual. Statisticians have validated that the present system of using nine-digit 
numbers will allow up to one billion combinations to serve as unique identifiers. The 
current population of the United States is estimated at 303 million,5 so the current 
system is adequate for the foreseeable future, although the nine-digit social security 
number has been issued in more than 400 million different sequences. 
 
 The actions of each state to redact these numbers from death certificates are 
overridden by the Social Security Administration itself, thereby wasting valuable state 
resources in technology, software, scanning and digitization to redact the numbers from 
the certificates. 

 
The Social Security numbers of deceased individuals are readily available on a 

number of nationwide indexes through the Social Security Death Index. This file is 

                                                 
4 See the example cited on page 17 of this white paper. 
5 http://www.census.gov/main/www/popclock.html 
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provided by the Social Security Administration and was made available a number of 
years ago through the Freedom of Information Act. Anyone may access the database 
for free on the Internet. For a sample, go to www.familysearch.org and click on the 
ñSearchò tab at the top, and then select U.S. Social Security Death Index. Type in any 
name and you will see the result set, complete with the social security number of the 
deceased. 
 
2.  Lack of Uniformity of Open Access to Vital Records 
 
The United States has no uniform registration of birth, marriage, divorce, death, and 
adoption information on a national scale. The dates these records are released to public 
access vary from state-to-state. Birth record release dates range from 72 years in 
Delaware (the same restricted period as the U.S. Census) to 125 years in Alaska. Death 
record release dates range from 25 years in Alabama and Texas to 50 years in a 
majority of states.  For a complete comparative table of this information, see Appendix 
II. 

 
The regulations regarding open access to public records vary greatly and local 
registrars often administer the regulations differently, leading to confusion among users 
in the general public. Misinformation regarding the implementation of the regulations at 
the local level is frequent as has been illustrated by the rules regarding changes in 
access to marriage records in the State of California after the passing of SB1614 in 
2002.6 
 
3.  Inconsistent Access to Adoption Records 
 
The debate surrounding access to adoption records clearly articulates two very diverse 
positions: the rights of the adoptee to have access to information about their natural 
parents versus the right of the natural parents to maintain their privacy through verbal 
assurance of closure of the records. However, with this issue and the ongoing debate 
firmly placed in the hands of state lawmakers, the state in which an adoptee is born 
determines their access to the information. Currently, nine percent of the states (the 
District of Columbia is included) allow access to this information for adoptees between 
eighteen and twenty-one years of age.7 Four states have open access with either higher 
year age restrictions or other regulations.8 This adds eight percent for a total of 
seventeen percent of states with at least some access to these records..  
 
4.  Conflicting Legislation Within States  
 
Arkansas is an example of a state which has conflicting legislation for access to 
records.   

                                                 
6 Several counties in California extended their interpretation of SB1614 to include marriage records in addition to birth and death 
records. The bill did not include marriage records, but the counties of Orange, Sacramento, San Francisco, San Mateo, 
Alameda, Contra Costa, and Los Angeles have restricted access to their marriage records. 
7
 Alabama, Alaska, Kansas, Oregon, and Tennessee. 

8
 Maryland, Montana, Ohio and Vermont 

http://www.familysearch.org/
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Arkansas § 9-9-212. Hearing on petition ð Requirements 

 
(g)  (1) (A) Except as provided under subdivision (g) (2) of this section, before 

placement for adoption, the licensed adoption agency or, when an agency is not 
involved, the person, entity, or organization handling the adoption shall compile and 
provide to the prospective adoptive parents a detailed, written health history and genetic 
and social history of the child (italics added) that excludes information that would 
identify birth parents or members of a birth parent's family. 
          (B)  The detailed, written health history and genetic and social history shall be set 
forth in a document that is separate from any document containing information 
identifying the birth parents or members of a birth parent's family. 
          (C)  The detailed, written health history and genetic and social history shall be 
clearly identified and shall be filed with the clerk before the entry of the adoption decree. 
 
Arkansas § 20-18-305. Issuance of certified copies and data from the system of vital 
statistics 
 
 (4)  A certified copy or other copy of a death certificate containing cause of death 
information shall not be issued (italics added) except as follows: 
          (A)  Upon specific request of a spouse, child, parent, or other next of kin of the 
decedent or an authorized representative; 
 (B)  When a documented need for the cause of death to establish a legal right or 
claim has been demonstrated; 
 (C)  When the request for the copy is made by or on the behalf of an organization 
that provides benefits to the decedent's survivors or beneficiaries; 
 (D)  Upon specific request by local, state, or federal agencies for research or 
administrative purposes approved by the state registrar; 
 (E)  When needed for research activities approved by the state registrar; or 
 (F)  Upon receipt of an order from a court of competent jurisdiction ordering the 
release. 
 
The above two pieces of legislation fail to make exception for the need by the licensed 
adoption agency to obtain cause of death information that is critical to compile and 
provide to the prospective adoptive parents a detailed, written health history and genetic 
and social history of the child (italics added). 
 
5.  Facts versus Fears 
 
Well-meaning individuals sometimes use words that are misleading or hyperbole that 
creates emotional reactions to undocumented possibilities. The intent is to create an 
awareness that will actually lead to action, so it is not the position of the Records 
Preservation and Access Committee to criticize their motives. Rather, we suggest that 
factual reporting of which records have been used for identity theft and how the theft 
occurred is essential when weighing the proposed texts for legislative bills. The 



12/18/2009 
Copyright © 2008, RPAC.  All rights reserved.  Permission is granted to copy or publish this material 
provided it is reproduced in its entirety including this notice. 

14 

following phrases are used in an article entitled Americaôs Identity Crisis: Document 
Fraud is Pervasive and Pernicious: 
 

 ñthe data could be used.ò (italics added) 
 ñthe risk exists that millions of these records could be obtained by anyone with an 

Internet connection.ò (italics added) 
 ñFor instance, someone seeking a new identity can read a newspaperôs obituary 

section, obtain the name and birth date of someone of similar age, and request a 
certified copy of that individualôs birth certificate. However, that method requires a 
certain amount of patience and luck.ò9 (italics added) 

 
All of these possibilities have existed for years and each one refers to illegally obtaining 
a copy of a closed birth record. The genealogical community fully supports the closure 
of birth records for a reasonable amount of time and for any reasonable measures to be 
enacted to ensure compliance with the law. State registrars already responsibly 
implement many of these measures using raised seals, watermarked paper and other 
protective measures.  
 
However, lawmakers may lump death records into the same category and attempt to 
enact the similar regulations regarding access to death records. A death certificate is 
not a ñbreeder documentò to obtaining a social security number or a driverôs license. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
9
 Marti Dinerstein, ñAmericaôs Identity Crisis, Document Fraud is Pervasive and Pernicious,ò Backgrounder  1April 2002, 

http://www.heartland.org/Article.cfm?artId=9050 accessed 2 March 2008. 
 

http://www.heartland.org/Article.cfm?artId=9050
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Identity Theft Examples ï Vital Records 
 

To present a balanced face to the issues surrounding the use of vital records for 
identity theft, the following known examples of vital records fraud are some of the more 
recent. While arguably egregious and blatant, these examples could not have occurred 
if the birth records were noted as to the individualôs death or if the birth records were 
closed for 100 years after the event. These are two of the recommendations endorsed 
by the Records Preservation and Access Committee. The three examples are::  
 
1. Attempted Identity Theft Using a Birth Certificate 
 
In October 2006, a Rock, Michigan man, Bradford Storti attempted to illegally obtain a 
certified copy of the birth certificate for John Slapp, an infant who died in 1972. His 
purpose for obtaining the certificate was to avoid registration as a sex offender. Staff at 
the Michigan vital records office discovered that John Slapp had been deceased for a 
number of years and reported their findings to the Attorney Generalôs office for 
investigation. Mr. Storti was arrested and charged in Lansingôs 54-A District Court with a 
felony as part of the Identity Theft Protection Act, Public Act 452, which was signed into 
law in 2004 by Governor Jennifer M. Granholm.10 
 
2.  Fraudulent Use of Birth Certificates to Gain Citizenship 
 
'Etuate Lavulavu, a member of the Tongan Legislature as a People's Representative for 
Vava'u, was convicted in March of 2004 in the Utah State District Court of two Class B 
Misdemeanors for helping Tongans obtain Utah birth certificates to gain citizenship. He 
was originally charged with 11 felonies in 1997 alleging that during 1995 and 1996 he 
and his brother, with help from a state employee, obtained Utah birth certificates for 
Tongans who were actually born in Tonga. State prosecutors indicated they allowed 
Lavulavu to plead guilty to two class B misdemeanor counts of illegal use of a birth 
certificate because of the difficulty in obtaining witnesses after so many years.11 
 
3.  Forged or Altered Identity Documents (the Most Common) 

In 1986 Congress passed the Immigration Reform and Control Act, a key 
element of which was sanctions against employers who hired illegal aliens. This 
act had the unintended consequence of accelerating the proliferation of 
counterfeit, stolen, and illegally obtained social security cards and driversô 
licenses, which are the most frequently, provided documents used to 
demonstrate authorization to work in the United States. Birth certificates are one 

                                                 
10 Michiganôs Public Health Community, Health Line, http://www.hline.org/news/October_2006_News.htm#Oct18a 
accessed 26 February 2008. 
11 Nomoa, Tongan Lawmaker Convicted in Utah Fraud,  
http://www.nomoa.com/index.php?module=articles&func=display&aid=225 accessed 26 February 2008 
 

http://www.hline.org/news/October_2006_News.htm#Oct18a
http://www.nomoa.com/index.php?module=articles&func=display&aid=225
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of many so-called ñbreederò documents that are often used to obtain social 
security cards and driverôs licenses.  

Increasingly, illegal alien job seekers are choosing to buy counterfeit U.S. birth 
certificates or to obtain a copy of an authentic one using fraudulent means. It is 
well worth the effort. A false claim of U.S. citizenship bypasses the risk and high 
cost of submitting phony work authorization documents. 

Birth certificate fraud occurs in three ways: a counterfeit certificate is created, an 
original certificate itself is altered, or a duplicate certificate is obtained by an 
imposter. Susan Martin, former Executive Director of the U.S. Commission on 
Immigration Reform, testified before a Congressional subcommittee in 1999 
about why birth certificate fraud is so rampant. According to Ms. Martin, at the 
time the commission made its investigations, in addition to state registrars, there 
were about 7,000 local registrars issuing certified copies of birth certificates. The 
majority of requests for birth certificates were by mail and most were made for 
administrative or legal purposes such as verifying age, citizenship, or parental 
relationship to obtain Social Security cards, passports, and driver's licenses.12 13 

                                                 
12 Testimony of Susan Martin before the House Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims on July 22, 1999. 
www.house.gov/judiciary/mart0722.htm. accessed 2 March 2008. 

13 Marti Dinerstein, Americaôs Identity Crisis, Document Fraud is Pervasive and Pernicious, Backgrounder 1April 2002, 
http://www.heartland.org/Article.cfm?artId=9050 accessed 2 March 2008. 

http://www.house.gov/judiciary/mart0722.htm
http://www.heartland.org/Article.cfm?artId=9050
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Identity Theft Example ï Social Security Death Index 
 

The following example of the fraudulent use of Social Security numbers would 
likely have been prevented or intercepted at a much earlier stage had the credit card 
companies used the readily available access to the online Social Security Death Index. 
The case is as follows: 
 

According to an indictment filed on 15 April 2008 in the United States District 
Court for the Central District of California, between October 2005 and March 2008, 
defendant Tracy June Kirkland devised and executed a fraudulent scheme to defraud 
various credit card companies by assuming the identities of deceased persons. She 
would search a popular genealogical website for identifying information for deceased 
individuals, such as name, date of birth, social security number, and zip code. She 
would then search other websites to obtain a recent address for the deceased 
individual. After obtaining as much information as possible, she would randomly call 
various credit card companies to determine if the deceased individual had an account 
with the credit card company. If so, she would take over the account by requesting that 
the address on the account be changed to one of several rented mail boxes that she 
controlled. On some of these accounts she would add her name (or one of her 
numerous aliases) as an authorized user. In this manner, defendant took over and 
made purchases against more than 100 accounts issued by credit card companies, 
including Nordstrom, Federal Savings Bank, Macyôs, and GE Money Bank. Disposition 
pending. 
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Sample Legislative Bill Language 
 
 This section provides sample legislation from a review of the various statutes of all 
fifty states and the District of Columbia. The statutes listed here are intended to show 
language that provides protection from identity theft while representing the interests of  
the genealogist. All are examples of actual statute language; none have been edited or 
modified in any way.  
 
1.  ñDirect and Tangible Interestò Defined 
 
Many state statutes include language referring to those who may view or acquire a copy 
of a vital record. The language usually uses the terminology ñthose with a direct and 
tangible interest.ò In most instances, the statute leaves the term undefined and places 
the responsibility on the registrar to interpret and determine who has ñdirect and tangible 
interest.ò Statute 338-18 for the State of Hawaii clearly spells out the definition of ñdirect 
and tangible interest,ò relieving the burden or risk of arbitrary interpretation for the state 
registrar. We find it a useful model for other states 
 

Hawaii - Haw. Rev. Stat. § 338-18(b). Applicants with a direct and tangible interest in 
the record include:  

(1) Registrant;  

(2) Spouse of the registrant;  

(3) Parent of the registrant;  

(4) Descendant of the registrant;  

(5) Person having a common ancestor with the registrant;  

(6) Legal guardian of the registrant;  

(7) Person or agency acting on behalf of the registrant;  

(8) Personal representative of the registrant's estate;  

(9) Person whose right to inspect is established by an order of a court of 
competent jurisdiction;  

(10) Adoptive parents who have filed a petition for adoption and who need to 
determine the death of one or more of the prospective adopted child's natural or 
legal parents;  

(11) Person who needs to determine the marital status of a former spouse in 
order to determine the payment of alimony;  

(12) Person who needs to determine the death of a nonrelated co-owner of 
property purchased under a joint tenancy agreement; and  
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(13) A person who needs a death certificate for the determination of payments 
under a credit insurance policy."  

  
 The State of Hawaii also specifies the interests of those working on genealogy 
projects in the following language: 
 

Haw. Rev. Stat. § 338-18(b). Persons working on genealogy projects may access 
copies of vital records of events that occurred more than seventy-five years prior to the 
current year.  

Haw. Rev. Stat. § 338-18(e).  

 

2.  Birth Certificates Open After 100 Years 

 

While there are several states that release birth records of those who are still living, the 
members of the Record Preservation and Access Committee do not endorse or support 
those guidelines. Making these records available online opens a significant threat for 
misuse by identity thieves. The group usually affected is the elderly. These people often 
live on a fixed income and are least able to afford the cost and the stress of correcting 
all of the negative issues caused by the crime. A reasonable guideline is the release of 
birth records after 100 years. An excellent example of this legislation is: 

Idaho - Idaho Code ï § 39-270.  Disclosure of Information.  

    (e)  When one hundred (100) years have elapsed after the date of birth, or fifty (50) 
years have elapsed after the date of death, stillbirth, marriage or divorce, the records of 
these events in the custody of the state registrar shall become public records and 
information shall be made available in accordance with chapter 3, title 9, Idaho Code. 

 

3.  Death Certificates Open After 25 Years 
 
Death Certificates are a mainstay for genealogists trying to connect living memory with 
the historical record set. Death certificates provide many details of interest to 
genealogists, particularly burial information which may lead to identifying and linking 
other members of the extended family group together. For geneticists, critical cause of 
death information may lead to tests to save the lives of living individuals. 
 
Alabama ï Ala. Code § 22-9A-21(f) (1997). 

Death certificates become "nonrestricted public records" when "25 years have 
elapsed after the date of death," but are not public records before that date. 

 
4.  Marriage and Divorce Records ï Open Access 
 
Marriage and Divorce records access is critical to reconstructing families and tracing 
genetically inherited attributes. The following statute from the State of Oregon also pays 
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particular attention to keeping the Social Security numbers of the living confidential. The 
genealogical community supports this type of responsible legislation. 
 
Oregon ï Or. Stat.§ 432.412 
 

Marriage and divorce records subject to full disclosure; exemption. (1) Except as 
provided in subsection (2) of this section, notwithstanding any other provision of law, all 
marriage records and all divorce records in the custody of a county clerk or county 
recording officer and all divorce records in the custody of the state courts are open and 
subject to full disclosure. 
 
 (2) Divorce records in the custody of the state courts shall be completed and 
maintained in accordance with procedures established under ORS 107.840 to ensure 
that the Social Security numbers of parties to proceedings under ORS 107.085 and 
107.485 are kept confidential and exempt from public inspection. [1999 c.254 §6; 2003 
c.380 §10] 
 
5.  Adoptions ï Open to the Public After 100 Years  
 
Arizona ï Ariz. Stat. § 8-121.  Confidentiality of information; exceptions 
 

A.  It is unlawful, except for purposes for which files and records or social records 
or parts thereof or information there from have been released pursuant to subsection C 
of this section or section 8-120, 8-129 or 8-134, or except for purposes permitted by 
order of the court, for any person to disclose, receive or make use of, or authorize, 
knowingly permit, participate in or acquiesce in the use of, any information involved in 
any proceeding under this article directly or indirectly derived from the files, records, 
reports or other papers compiled pursuant to this article, or acquired in the course of the 
performance of official duties until one hundred years after the date of the order issued 
pursuant to section 8-116.  After one hundred years has elapsed from the date of the 
order issued pursuant to section 8-116 the court shall transfer all files, records, reports 
and other documents in possession of the court relating to the adoption to the Arizona 
state library, archives and public records.  The items transferred pursuant to this 
subsection shall be available for public inspection during business hours and may be 
made available in an alternative format. 
 
6.  Adoptions --- Open to the Adoptee After 18 Years 
 
Since age 18 is considered the legal age in the United States of America, it seems 
reasonable that states with open adoption legislation use the legal age as the basis for 
the restrictions. 
 

Kansas ï:  Chapter 65.--PUBLIC HEALTH Article 24.--UNIFORM VITAL 
STATISTICS ACT 65-2423.   Adoption cases.  
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 (a) In cases of adoption the state registrar upon receipt of a certified decree of 
adoption, or a similar document or documents which evidences finalization of the 
adoption in the foreign country, and the report of adoption form shall prepare a 
supplementary certificate or abstract in the new name of the adopted person and 
seal and file the original certificate of birth with such certified copy or abstract 
attached thereto. Such sealed documents may be opened by the state registrar only 
upon the demand of the adopted person if of legal age or by an order of court. Upon 
receipt of a certified copy of a court order of annulment of adoption the state registrar 
shall restore the original certificate to its original place in the files.  

 
7.  Summary of State Vital Records Legislation 
 
For a complete summary of the vital record legislation for all fifty states and the District 
of Columbia, go to the Records Preservation and Access website at the Federation of 
Genealogical Societiesô home page ï www.fgs.org and click on the link on the left side 
for ñRecords Preservation and Access.ò 
 

http://www.fgs.org/
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Deterrents to Identity Theft 
 
1.  Social Security Numbers ï A Plan of Action 
 
As mentioned before, the administrative overhead imposed by state legislation to redact 
the Social Security numbers of deceased individuals will be needlessly wasted since the 
Social Security numbers are readily available elsewhere. You may ask, ñWhy is this 
information so readily available to the public?ò The best answer is so that it may be 
used as an identity theft tool to alert businesses, banks and other entities when 
someone is fraudulently trying to use the social security number of a deceased 
individual. 
 
State legislatures who are serious about preventing identify theft from the misuse of 
Social Security numbers should work together with other states to petition their 
representatives in Congress to enact federal legislation requiring banks, credit bureaus, 
courts, land registry offices and other certifying entities to use the Social Security Death 
Index as a tool to prevent identity theft. The uniform use of this index would negate the 
need to redact Social Security numbers from state death certificates, thus saving states 
significant costs and protecting against the possible misuse of information contained in 
the Social Security Death Index database. 
 
2.  Birth Record Security 

 
Birth records should be tied to death records. The matching systems need to be 
improved and need to have interstate participation to be highly effective. This system 
has been in place in a number of states for many years and remains an effective tactic 
to thwart identity theft. For a well thought-out presentation and recommendations for 
birth certificate protections see: Alvin T. Onaka, Birth Certificate Integrity: Strengthening 
National Security, 16 July 2005 www.nacrc.org. Mr. Onaka is the Past President of the 
National Association for Public Health Statistics and Information Systems (NAPHSIS). 
For a sample of this technique, see Appendix III. 
 
3.  Marriage and Divorce Record Access 

 
The RPAC recommends that marriage and divorce records be considered open public 
records. However, when present, Social Security numbers should be masked or 
otherwise made unavailable to public view. 
 
4.  Birth and Death Record Access 

 
The Records Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC) recommends that birth 
records be considered open records not less than one-hundred (100) years from the 
date of birth.  
 
The RPAC recommends that death records be considered open records not less than 
twenty-five (25) years from the date of death. 

http://www.nacrc.org/
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5.  Adoption Record Access 

 
The RPAC recommends that adoption records be considered open records to adoptees, 
preferably when they reach their majority, age 18 in most states, but no later than age 
30, while effective use may be made of health information. We also recommend that 
adoption records become open records to the public through the state archives or 
another means after one-hundred (100) years from the date of the adoption. 
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Conclusion 
 

 
Genealogists, local historians, and geneticists rely on open access to public 

records to accurately reflect the lives of those who have lived in America and to 
uniquely identify their lineages correctly. Closing public records leads to misinformation, 
mixing the identity of two or more individuals of the same name, and incorrectly tracing 
genetically inherited diseases, thus hampering medical cures. 
 

The genealogical community firmly believes that the needs of legislators, the 
general public and those using public records can be met with the correctly applied 
measures and restraints in place. However, this should be a unified effort and the 
variability that is seen from state-to-state unnecessarily penalizes a citizen of the United 
States based on the state of their birth, marriage, divorce, adoption or death. 
 

We encourage legislators and their staff to work closely with the RPAC and the 
state and local genealogical societies, historical societies and medical community on 
these issues. 
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Appendix I.  Genetic Pedigrees Compiled from Death Certificates 
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Appendix II.  Table Overview of Vital Records 
State  

 

Record 

Type  

Year 

Begins  

Access Closed/ 

Open/Restricted  

Years 

Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

Alabama Birth 1908 Restricted 125  § 22-9A-21 (f) 
1997 

 

Marriage 1936 Open 0  § 22-9A-21 (e) 
1997 

Microfilm copies Indexes (1936 ï 1969) 

Divorce 1950 Open 0  § 22-9A-21 (e) 
1997 

Microfilm copies Indexes (1950 ï 1959) 

Death 1908 Restricted 25  § 22-9A-21 (f) 
1997 

Microfilm copies Indexes (1908 ï 1959) 

Adoption  Restricted 19  § 22-9A-12 (d) 
1997 

Registry for Birth Parents and Child ï see 
also Acts 1992, No. 92-607, p. 1255, §12; 
Act 2000-794, p. 1869, §1. Open to the 
adoptee after 19 years. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Alaska Birth 1913 Restricted 100  18.50.310 
 

 

Marriage 1913 Restricted 50  18.50.310 
 

 

Divorce 1950 Restricted 50  18.50.310 
 

 

Death 1913 Restricted 50  18.50.310 
 

 

Adoption  Open 18  18.50.500 
 

Open to the adoptee after 18 years. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Arizona Birth 1909 Restricted 75  § 36-351  
Marriage 1909 Closed   § 25-121  
Divorce Varies     Held at the county level. 
Death 1909 Restricted 50  § 36-351  
Adoption  Restricted 100  § 8-121 State operates the Confidential 

Intermediary Program. Records transferred 
to State Library after 100 years, then open 
to the public. 

Veteran 
Separation 
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State  

 

Record 

Type  

Year 

Begins  

Access Closed/ 

Open/Restricted  

Years 

Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

Arkansas Birth 1914 Restricted 100  § 20-18-102, 20-
18-304; § 20-18-
305(9) 

 

Marriage 1917 Restricted 50  § 20-18-305(9)  
Divorce 1923 Restricted 50  § 20-18-305(9)  
Death 1914 Restricted 50  § 20-18-305(9)  
Adoption  Closed   § 9-9-212 Operates Arkansas Mutual Consent 

Voluntary Adoption Registry (MCVAR) 
Veteran 
Separation 

      

California Birth 1905    Health and Safety 
Code § 102430 

 

Marriage 1905    Family Code 
§ 5112; Health and 
Safety Code 
§ 10361 (both 
repealed in 1995) 

FHLC Marriage Indexes 1960 ï 1981; 
California provides for confidential 
marriages which are not open to the public. 

Divorce       
Death 1905     Microfiche Index 1905-1995 

FHLC Death Indexes 1940 ï 1995 
Adoption  Closed   Health and Safety 

Code § 102705 
 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Colorado Birth 1907 Closed   Rev. Stat. § 25-2-
117 (1) 

 

Marriage 1907 Open 0    
Divorce  Open 0   Open unless sealed by court order. 
Death 1907      
Adoption  Closed     
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Connecticut Birth 1897 Restricted Pre-1900 Provides for genealogical 
copies of vital records 

Public Act No. 96-
258 

Conn. Gen Stat. § 7-41a ñprovides access 
to all records of Vital Statistics to any 
member of a legally incorporated 
genealogical society. 
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State  

 

Record 

Type  

Year 

Begins  

Access Closed/ 

Open/Restricted  

Years 

Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

Marriage 1897 Restricted Pre-1900    
Divorce       
Death 1897 Restricted Pre-1900    
Adoption  Closed     
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Delaware Birth 1861-3; 
1881 

Restricted 72  16 §§ 3110, 3121-
22, 3127, 3131 

Office of Vital Statistics only handles 
requests less than 72 years old. Requests 
for records older than 72 years should be 
made to the Delaware Public Archives, 
Dover. 

Marriage 1847 Restricted 40  16 §§ 3110, 3125 
 

Office of Vital Statistics only handles 
requests less than 40 years old. Requests 
for records older than 40 years should be 
made to the Delaware Public Archives, 
Dover. 

Divorce  Closed   13 §1516; 16  
§§ 3110, 3128 
 

Divorce records from 1935 to the present 
are only available for verification. 

Death 1861-3; 
1881 

Restricted 40  16 §§ 3110, 3123 
 

Office of Vital Statistics only handles 
requests less than 40 years old. Requests 
for records older than 40 years should be 
made to the Delaware Public Archives, 
Dover. 

Adoption  Restricted 21  13 §§ 921-925, 
929, 955, 961-62; 
16 §§ 3111, 3126 

Adoption records are held in the Family 
Court at the county level. Adoptees over 21 
may obtain non-certified copies of original 
birth certificates unless a birth parent has 
filed an affidavit with the court to deny 
release of the information. 

Veteran 
Separation 

 Restricted 70  29 §§ 8721(e), 
10002(g)(17) 

 

District of 
Columbia 

Birth 1874      
Marriage 1811      
Divorce       
Death 1874      
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State  

 

Record 

Type  

Year 

Begins  

Access Closed/ 

Open/Restricted  

Years 

Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

Adoption  Closed     
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Florida Birth 1899 Closed   Sec. 382.025 (1), . 
(1995) 

 

Marriage 1927 Open 0    
Divorce 1927 Open 0    
Death 1899 Restricted 50  Sec. 382.008 (6), . 

(1995) 
Excludes cause of death which is 
considered confidential 

Adoption  Closed   Sec. 63.162 (1) (b) Operates the Florida Adoption Registry 
(PDCFR) 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Georgia Birth 1919 Closed   § 31-10-26 (a)  
Marriage 1952 Restricted 75   Transferred to State Archives after 75 years 
Divorce 1952     Divorce records prior to 1952 are in the 

county. 
Death 1919  75  § 31-10-25 (f)  
Adoption  Closed     
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Hawaii Birth 1842 Restricted 75  § 338-18 (b) ñPersons working on genealogy projects 
may access copies of vital records of 
events that occurred more than seventy-five 
years prior to the current year.ò 

Marriage 1842      
Divorce       
Death 1859 Restricted 75    
Adoption  Closed     
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Idaho Birth 1911 Restricted 100  § 39-270 (e)  
Marriage 1947 Restricted 50  § 39-270 (e)  
Divorce 1947 Restricted 50  § 39-270 (e)  
Death 1911 Restricted 50  § 39-270 (e)  
Adoption  Closed    Operates the Voluntary Adoption Registry 
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State  

 

Record 

Type  

Year 

Begins  

Access Closed/ 

Open/Restricted  

Years 

Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Illinois Birth 1916 Restricted 100 (1) 
75 (2) 

See notes field 

Uncertified copies 
available after 75 years 

Act 410 Il CS 
535/1 to 29 

(1) Certified Copies 
(2) Uncertified Copies 
A birth record of any individual is open if 
proof of death is provided ï special form 
required. 

Marriage 1962 Open 0  Act 410 Il CS 
535/1 to 29 

Marriage license applications open 
Marriage index automated for 1763-1900; 
No statewide index for marriages for 1901-
1961; statewide index for 1962-current 

Divorce  Open 0  Act 410 Il CS 
535/1 to 29 

Statewide index 1962-current 

Death 1916 Restricted 50 (1) 
20 (2) 

See notes field 

Uncertified copies 
available from 1916 to 20 
years from present date 

Act 410 Il CS 
535/1 to 29 

(1) Certified Copies 
(2) Uncertified Copies 
Illinois State Archives database 1916-1950 
 

Adoption  Closed    Operates the Illinois Adoption Registry 
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Indiana Birth 1907 Restricted All  16-37-1-10  
Marriage 1958 Open   31-11-4-18 Marriage certificates from county clerks 
Divorce       
Death 1900 Restricted All  16-37-1-10  
Adoption  Closed    Operates the Indiana Adoption History 

Registry for both identifying and non-
identifying information. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Iowa Birth 1880 Restricted 75 Special access permits 
given to genealogists 

144.43 Out-of-wedlock, fetal death and adoptive 
birth records closed 

Marriage 1880 Restricted 75  144.43  
Divorce  Restricted 75  144.43  
Death 1880 Restricted 75  144.43  
Adoption  Closed    Mutual Consent Voluntary Adoption 

Registry 
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State  

 

Record 

Type  

Year 

Begins  

Access Closed/ 

Open/Restricted  

Years 

Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Kansas Birth 1911 Restricted   65-24 Only certified copies or abstracts are 
available 

Marriage 1913 Restricted   65-24  
Divorce 1951 Restricted   65-24  
Death 1911 Restricted   65-24  
Adoption  Open 18   Open to the adoptee after 18 years. 
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Kentucky Birth 1911 Restricted 100 Annual birth and death 
lists open 

213  

Marriage 1958    213 Available on-line (1973 ï 1993) 
Divorce     213 Available on-line (1973 ï 1993) 
Death 1911 Restricted 100  213 Available on-line (1911 ï 1992) Originals 

are transferred to the Public Records 
Division of the Kentucky Department for 
Libraries and Archives after 50 years. 

Adoption  Closed     
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Louisiana Birth 1907 Restricted 100  RS40:41 All Louisiana birth records are kept in the 
Parish clerkôs office as well as vital records 
registry. 

Marriage None  50   Held by clerks of parishes 
Divorce   50   Held by clerks of parishes 
Death 1957 Restricted 50  RS40:41 Vital Records Registry maintains deaths 

since 1957 
Adoption  Closed     
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Maine Birth 1923 Restricted   22:2:6:701:2706 BMD 1892 - 1922 are at Maine State 
Archives 

Marriage 1923 Restricted     
Divorce 1892      
Death 1923      
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State  

 

Record 

Type  

Year 

Begins  

Access Closed/ 

Open/Restricted  

Years 

Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

Adoption  Closed    Operates the Maine Adoption Reunion 
Registry. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Maryland Birth 1898 Restricted 100  4-217  
Marriage 1990 Restricted   4-217 Prior marriage records are in the county. 
Divorce 1992 Restricted    Divorce verification provided only. Decrees 

can be obtained from Circuit Courts. 
Death 1969 Restricted   4-217 Pre-1969 Deaths in Maryland State 

Archives.  Indexes available at  
http://mdvitalrec.net/cfm/index.cfm 

Adoption  Semi-Closed 60   Operates the Mutual Consent Voluntary 
Adoption Registry. Open to the adoptee 
after 60 years. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Massachusetts Birth 1916 Open  The registry only issues 
certified certificates but 
Genealogical Researchers 
can use the indexes to 
extract information. 

46-2A Massachusetts State Archives holds 1841 ï 
1915 

Marriage 1916 Open    Massachusetts State Archives holds 1841 ï 
1915 

Divorce 1952 Open    Registry only maintains an index.  Probate 
Courts have the originals. 

Death 1916 Open    Massachusetts State Archives holds 1841 ï 
1915 

Adoption  Closed   210:5D Release of some mutual consent 
information through placement agencies. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Michigan Birth 1867 Restricted 100  333:2882  
Marriage 1867 Open     
Divorce 1897 Open     
Death 1867 Open    On-line database 1867 ï 1882 
Adoption  Closed    Operates the Michigan Central Adoption 

http://mdvitalrec.net/cfm/index.cfm
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State  

 

Record 

Type  

Year 

Begins  

Access Closed/ 

Open/Restricted  

Years 

Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

Registry. 
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Minnesota Birth 1900 Open   144.225-2 Certified copies restricted 
Marriage 1958 Open           ñ  
Divorce  Open           ñ  
Death 1908 Open           ñ Certified copies restricted 
Adoption  Closed   259.89 Dept. of Health operates a mutual consent 

registry 
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Mississippi Birth 1912 Restricted   41-57-2  
Marriage 1926 Restricted         ñ Filed in Circuit Clerks Offices - open 
Divorce  Restricted          Filed in Chancery Clerks Offices - open 
Death 1912 Restricted         ñ  
Adoption  Closed     
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Missouri Birth 1910 Open  Non-certified information 
limited to name and date 
of birth. 

193.245, 
193.255.1, 50-15-
121 

Certified copies restricted 

Marriage 1881? Open     
Divorce 1948 Open     
Death 1950   Non-certified information 

limited to name and date 
of death. 

193.245 Records over 50 years old transferred to 
state archives 

Adoption  Closed   193.125.1 Operates the Missouri Division of Family 
Services Adoption Information Registry. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Montana Birth 1907 Restricted 30  50-15-122 Certified births restricted 
Marriage 1943 Open   50-15-122  
Divorce 1943 Open   50-15-122  
Death 1907 Open   50-15-121-4  
Adoption  Open 30  50-15-223 An adult adoptee may receive a copy of 

their original birth certificate if the adoption 



12/18/2009 
Copyright © 2008, RPAC.  All rights reserved.  Permission is granted to copy or publish this material provided it is reproduced in its entirety 
including this notice. 

35 

State  

 

Record 

Type  

Year 

Begins  

Access Closed/ 

Open/Restricted  

Years 

Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

was finalized more than 30 years ago. More 
recent adoptions require a court order. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Nebraska Birth 1904 Restricted 50 Non-certified review 
copies of records can be 
viewed in search area and 
notes made. 

Policy of Vital 
Records Office 

 

Marriage 1909 Restricted 50    
Divorce 1909 Restricted 50    
Death 1904 Restricted 50    
Adoption  Closed     
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Nevada Birth 1911 Restricted  Abstract copies open NRS 440.650, 
NRS 440.670 

 

Marriage 1968 Open   NRS 440.170  
Divorce 1968 Open   NRS 440.170  
Death 1911 Restricted  Non-certified copies open NRS 440.650  
Adoption  Closed   NRS 440.310 Operates the Adoption Registry, Nevada 

Department of Human Resources. 
Veteran 
Separation 

      

New Hampshire Birth 1901 Restricted  Authorized genealogists 
are people with a tangible 
interest to access records. 
5C:102 & 5-C:105 

5-C:9  

Marriage 1901? Restricted Pre-1948  5-C:102  
Divorce 1808? Restricted Pre-1948    
Death 1901? Restricted Pre-1948    
Adoption  Open   5-C:33 Open to adult adoptee. 
Veteran 
Separation 

      

New Jersey Birth 1878 Restricted 80 Restrictions are for 
certified copies and 
records of living people. 

26:8-62 Records 1848 to 1877 at State Archives. 
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State  

 

Record 

Type  

Year 

Begins  

Access Closed/ 

Open/Restricted  

Years 

Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

Marriage 1878 Restricted 50  26:8-62  
Divorce     26:8-62  
Death 1878 Restricted 40  26:8-59.1  
Adoption  Closed   26:8-40.1 Operates the Adoption Registry, New 

Jersey Department of Human Services, 
Division of Youth and Family Services. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

New Mexico Birth 1920 Restricted 100  24:14-27.C 
24:14-28 

State only issues certified copies to people 
with a tangible interest.  They donôt issue 
uncertified copies. 

Marriage 1920     Kept in counties. 
Divorce      Kept in counties. 
Death 1920 Restricted 50   State only issues certified copies to people 

with a tangible interest.  They donôt issue 
uncertified copies. 

Adoption  Closed   24-14-17.B  
Veteran 
Separation 

      

New York State Birth 1881 Restricted Deceased and 
75 

Restriction time periods 
waived for direct 
descendants doing 
genealogy. 

  

Marriage 1881 Restricted Deceased and 
50 

   

Divorce 1963 Restricted     
Death 1880 Restricted 50    
Adoption  Closed    Operates the Adoption Information Registry, 

New York State Department of Health. 
Veteran 
Separation 

      

New York City Birth 1847 Restricted  Microfilms open for 
personal searching. 

 Copies after 1909 are restricted to 
individual or direct descendant . 

Marriage 1866 Restricted    Records are open up to 1937 in the 
Municipal Archives. The Municipal Archives 
has microfilms of index only through 1952. 
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Year 
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Access Closed/ 

Open/Restricted  

Years 

Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

Divorce       
Death 1795 Open     
Adoption  Closed     
Veteran 
Separation 

      

North Carolina Birth 1913 Open  Uncertified copies open to 
anyone. 

130A-93 Certified copies restricted to family and 
descendants. 

Marriage 1962 Open     
Divorce 1958 Open     
Death 1930 Open    Deaths 1909 - 1930 at North Carolina 

Archives. 
Adoption  Closed   48-9-102  
Veteran 
Separation 

      

North Dakota Birth 1907 Restricted     
Marriage 1925     Available from counties. 
Divorce 1949     Divorce decrees index.  Counties have 

original records. 
Death 1907 Restricted     
Adoption  Closed    Operates the Adoption Search/Disclosure 

Section in the North Dakota Department of 
Human Services 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Ohio Birth 1908 Open   3701-5-11  
Marriage 1954 Open    Abstracts only ï originals in County Probate 

offices 
Divorce 1954 Open    Abstracts only ï originals in County Clerk of 

Courts offices 
Death 1954 Open    Death records 1908 ï 1944 are located at 

the Ohio Historical Society 
Adoption  Restricted Pre-1 January 

1964 and over 
age 21 after 18 

September 
1996 

 3107.40-41 Operates the Ohio Adoption Registry, Ohio 
Department of Health, Vital Statistics Unit. 
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Open/Restricted  
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Restricted  

Copy for Genea -

logical Purposes  

Statute  Notes  

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Oklahoma Birth 1908 Restricted   63-1-323  
Marriage  Open    In County Courthouses 
Divorce  Open    In County Courthouses 
Death 1908 Restricted   63-1-323  
Adoption  Closed   63-1-316 Operates the Oklahoma Mutual Consent 

Voluntary Registry 
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Oregon Birth 1903 Restricted 100 Abstracts of Births and 
Deaths in the Counties are 
open to inspection.  
Indexes are all open. 

432.119  

Marriage 1906 Restricted 50  432.121  
Divorce 1925 Restricted 50  432.412  
Death 1903 Restricted 50 Non-certified copies of 

death records older than 
50 years ï small fee 
involved. 

432.412  

Adoption  Open 21  432.230 
432.240 

Open to the adoptee after 21 years. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Pennsylvania Birth 1906 Restricted   35 PS 450.804 No fee for veterans, veteransô spouses and 
their minor children. 

Marriage 1885    35 PS 450.802 Available in Courthouses. 
Divorce     35 PS 450.802 Available in Courthouses 
Death 1906 Restricted  Restriction exceptions 

made for family and 
descendants 

35 PS 450.804 No fee for veterans, veteransô spouses and 
their minor children. 

Adoption  Closed   35 PS 450.603 Runs a mutual consent adoption registry 
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Rhode Island Birth 1853 Restricted 100 Special access given to 
members of genealogical 

23-3-23(d) 
23-3-5 

When records become non-restricted by 
their age, they are transferred to the Rhode 
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societies. Island State Archives. 
Marriage 1853 Restricted 100    
Divorce     23-3-20  
Death 1853 Restricted 50    
Adoption  Closed   23-3-15 Operates a passive voluntary mutual 

consent registry. 
Veteran 
Separation 

      

South Carolina Birth 1915 Restricted 100  44-63-80  
Marriage 1950 Restricted   44-63-86 Pre-1950 in County Office of the Probate 
Divorce 1962 Restricted   44-63-86  
Death 1915 Restricted 50  44-63-84 Online Death Index 1915 - 1957. 
Adoption  Closed   44-63-140  
Veteran 
Separation 

      

South Dakota Birth 1905 Restricted 100 Uncertified births are open 
if one can provide most 
details of birth.  Other 
records open for 
informational copies. 

34-25-8 Births over 100 years available on-line 

Marriage 1905 Restricted   34-25-52  
Divorce  Restricted     
Death 1905 Restricted     
Adoption  Closed   34-25-16.4 Operates a Voluntary Adoption Registry, 

Adoption Unit, South Dakota Department of 
Social Services 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Tennessee Birth 1908-12 
1914 

Restricted 100 Most records are public for 
uncertified information if 
enough data to find the 
record is supplied. 

68-3-205 No birth records for 1913 

Marriage 1945 Restricted 50    
Divorce  Restricted 50    
Death 1908-12 

1914 
Restricted 50   No death records for 1913 
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Adoption  Open 21  68-3-313 Open to the adoptee after 21 years. 
Non-identifying information available at age 
18. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Texas Birth 1903 Restricted 75    
Marriage 1966    194.004 Verification service, certified copies from 

county clerk. 
Divorce 1968    194.004 Verification service, certified copies from 

county clerk. 
Death 1903  25    
Adoption  Closed   162.006 Operates the Central Adoption Registry, 

Texas Department of Protective and 
Regulatory Services 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Utah Birth 1905 Restricted 100  26-2-22  
Marriage 1978 Restricted 75   Verification from 1978 to present 
Divorce 1978 Restricted 75   Verification from 1978 to present 
Death 1905 Restricted 50    
Adoption  Closed   26-2-10 Operates the Mutual Consent Voluntary 

Adoption Reunion Registry, Bureau of Vital 
Records. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Vermont Birth 1955 Open   24-35-1164  
Marriage 1955 Open     
Divorce       
Death 1955 Open     
Adoption  Restricted 99  15A-6-102 Adoptions prior to 1 July 1986 are sealed, 

but the adoptee may obtain identifying 
information with the consent of the birth 
parents. Adoptions after 1 July 1986 can 
provide identifying information ï no age 
stipulated. 
Operates the Vermont Adoption Registry, 
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Vermont Department of Social & 
Rehabilitation Services. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Virginia Birth 1853 
1912 

Open 
Restricted 

100 
100 

 Chap. 25 Item 14 
32.1-271C 

Passed 11 April 1853, this act also covers 
West Virginia. 

Marriage 1912  50    
Divorce 1918  50    
Death 1912  50    
Adoption  Closed   32.1-261  
Veteran 
Separation 

      

Washington Birth 1907    RC470.58.104  
Marriage 1968      
Divorce 1968      
Death 1907      
Adoption  Closed     
Veteran 
Separation 

      

West Virginia Birth 1917 Restricted 100  16-5-27 See Virginia above. 
Marriage 1964 Restricted 50    
Divorce 1968 Restricted 50    
Death 1917 Restricted 50    
Adoption  Closed   16-5-18 Operates the Mutual Consent Voluntary 

Adoption Registry, West Virginia 
Department of Health and Human Services. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

Wisconsin Birth 1907 Restricted 100 Uncertified copies 
available to anyone. 

69.21 
60.20.5e 

 

Marriage 1907 Restricted     
Divorce 1907 Restricted     
Death 1907 Restricted     
Adoption  Closed    Operates the Adoption Records Search 

Program, Wisconsin Department of Health 
and Family Services. 
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Veteran 
Separation 

      

Wyoming Birth 1909 Restricted 100    
Marriage 1941 Restricted 50    
Divorce  Restricted 50    
Death 1909 Restricted 50    
Adoption  Closed   35-1-417 Operates the Confidential Adoption 

Intermediary Services, Wyoming 
Department of Family Services. 

Veteran 
Separation 

      

 



Appendix III. Sample Birth Certificate with Deceased Mark 
 

 


